Large bowel cancer: an overview.
Cancer of the large bowel is a problem of international scope but with wide national incidence variations possibly related to climatic factors. Neither etiologic studies nor improved methods of early detection have thus far had an impact on national death rates. Surgical treatment, while comparatively effective, does not promise a significant increase in survival data, and thus far, adjuvant therapies have failed to fulfill early enthusiastic expectations. Nevertheless, continued research pursuit of the nature of the neoplastic process, development and application of improved diagnostic and screening methods, and synthesis of better combined modality therapy, will result in substantial improvements in therapeutic results.